
1  

Issue no.66 Fall  2008 

                          

 
                                CPFNB 

 
 
On August 5, 2008, the Minister of Education, Kelly Lamrock, released the Liberal governments ñnew planò for French 
second language education for New Brunswick Anglophone children. To view please click on the following link.  
http://www.gnb.ca/education   click on ñchanges to FSL programmingò.  
 
After a judge ñquashedò the Minister of Educationôs decision to eliminate early French immersion in June 2008, the 
Minister had to re -open his consultation with the public concerning his decision. After the New Brunswick Ombudsman 
completed his investigation into the Ministerôs process and lack of consultation, he recommended the Minister make no 
changes to the FSL programs until the government had consulted fully with the public using the governmentôs new pol-
icy of consultation released in April 2008, ñItôs More Than Talk, Listen, Learn and Act, A New Model for Public Engage-
mentò 
 
 During the month of July 2008, the Minister returned to the consultation process and met with parents, teachers, citi-
zens, and education supervisors, with the purpose of gathering input and suggestions in order to revise the plan he had 
released on March 14, 2008. These consultations were conducted by invitation from the Minister of Education. No open, 
public consultations were held. 
 
The Ministerôs revised plan released on August 5, has re-instated French Immersion in elementary school. We are disap-
pointed that Early French Immersion has not been re -instated. The new middle immersion program beginning at grade 
three is an improvement to no French Immersion until grade six, but many parents are very unhappy their children will 
receive no formal French instruction in Kindergarten, grade one or grade two. Parents worry this Lamrock educational 
experiment will not achieve the required proficiency in French which our New Brunswick students need, based on aca-
demic research and test results which prove students who enter Early French Immersion in Kindergarten or grade one 
achieve an overall higher French proficiency, than children in other FSL programs; and the fact Early French Immersion 
serves the most academically diverse group of learning needs and causes the least academic streaming of all the French 
immersion programs.   
 
CPF NB will continue to support the right of parents to choose the French second                                                                         
language program which best suits their children. We support quality Early 
French  Immersion, Middle French Immersion, Late French Immersion, Intensive 
(Core)  French, and Core French programs for children in our bilingual province. 
CPF NB  volunteers will continue to work with our FSL teachers and schools to 
provide quality out of school activities in French for our children so they can con-
tinue to use and improve their French as a second language outside of the school 
environment  The children who will be entering the grade three middle immer-
sion program will  need even more out of school activities in French, as they will 
be missing two years  of intense French 
instruction in grade one and two, and we 
will not allow them to  fall through the 
cracks.  
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The CPF NB volunteer Board of Directorôs wishes to thank all of our local community chapters, volunteers, teachers, and 
parents who worked so hard and so passionately with us to preserve and improve all of our FSL programs in New Bruns-
wick, including Early French Immersion. You helped organize and attended rallies, you attended FSL consultations, you 
wrote letters and emails to your local newspapers, MLAôs, MPôs, the Commissioner of Official Languages and even the 
Prime Minister of Canada.  
 
 
We are disappointed that our present Liberal government believes it is acceptable to begin no formal classroom instruc-
tion in French second language until grade four for Core French or grade three for French immersion in the only offi-
cially bilingual province in Canada. Every other province in Canada is offering Early French Immersion to their students 
beginning in Kindergarten. We pledge to continue to support all of our Anglophone French second language students 
and their parents, no matter which second language program they choose to enter. We pledge to continue to work to-
wards re-instating a quality Early French Immersion program in Kindergarten which is open and accessible to all New 
Brunswick Anglophone students, with the supports in place so they can continue in the FSL program of their choice no 
matter their academic ability.  

 
Sincerely, 
CPF NB Board of Directors 
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Universal K -2:  all children will learn together and will be introduced to French culture and language through a 
series of learning modules integrated into the curriculum (introduced to Grade 1 in January 2009 and to kinder-
garten and Grade 2 in the fall of 2009);  

 

Grade 3 immersion:  a program beginning in Grade 3 in September  2009 and built on an early immersion 
methodology with the majority of instruction in French;  

 

English Prime:  the non-immersion program for students in grades 3 through 5;  

Pre-Intensive French:  a component of Grade 4 in the English Prime program in which students will have 
150 minutes per week of French in blocks of 50 to 60 minutes;  

Intensive French:  a component of Grade 5 in the English Prime program in which students will learn 
French through a literacy-based approach for about 70 per cent of their day over half the school year; the 
other half of the year will be conducted in English, with an accelerated curriculum and French instruc-
tion in concentrated blocks;  

 

Grade 6 immersion:  a program beginning in Grade 6 and built on the late immersion methodology with the 
majority of instruction in French;  

 

Prime with Post -Intensive French:  the non-immersion program for students in grades 6 through 10 in 
which students take 200 minutes of French in two or three concentrated blocks each week in grades 6 through 8, 
and students will take one course per year in grades 9 and 10; 

 

Blended High School:  the three programs (Grade 3 immersion, Grade 6 immersion and English Prime) will 
conclude at the end of Grade 10 with an oral proficiency test in French; all students who score intermediate or 
higher will be eligible to take FSL courses in any available subject in grades 11 and 12.Students who do not attain 
intermediate proficiency at Grade 10 will have course options to improve their French and can be retested.  

Revised FSL PROGRAM  

After  the parents took  the  Minister of Education Kelly Lamrock to court, the  Minis-
ter reopened the consultation  process and this is  his revised FSL program which will 
consist of the following elements: 
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State of FSL Education in Canada  
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 Each year Canadian Parents for French organizes the Concours dôart oratoire, a public speaking competition to 
provide students in French second language programs an opportunity to use their second language skills outside the 
classroom environment. 
 The students competed in their school districts and the winners from each school district went to the provincial 
competition on May 3rd  at  the Université de Moncton,  in Moncton.  
 All of the 110 participants in the 2008 provincial Concours dôart oratoire received a ñProud of Two Languagesò     
t-shirt and a certificate of participation from Canadian Parents for French New Brunswick.  
 The students traveled to Moncton from across the province to compete in the Early French Immersion, Late 
French Immersion and Core French categories. The Opening Ceremony began at 12:30 with Special Guest speakers, Hon. 
Brian Murphy, M.P. Moncton -Riverview-Dieppe. M. Jean Bernard Lafontaine, Executive Director for the  Atlantic Re-
gion, Canadian Heritage; and Mme. Françoise Albert, Liaison Officer, Office of the Commissioner of Official Languages, 
Atlantic Region. The speech competition began at 1:00 p.m.  Thirty-five volunteer judges from Moncton, Riverview, 
Dieppe, and area adjudicated.  Awards and Closing Ceremony were held at 3:30 p.m.  This event is made possible by the 
efforts of dedicated CPF volunteers working with educators and members of the business community.   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Provincial winners   

Shown here are the Provincial French Public Speaking Competition winners, in Grades 6 to 12. 
 

From left, back row: Sarah Légère (Grades 9/10 Core French, James M. Hill 
Memorial High School), Andrew Butler (Grade 12 Early Immersion, Monc-
ton High School), Michael Lawson, Grade 12 Late Immersion, Bonar Law 
Memorial School also won a scholarship to Université de Moncton and a 
trip to Ottawa to compete in the CPF national speech competition), Anton 
Stefani (Grade 11 Early Immersion, Kennebecasis Valley High School), Jor-
dan Woods (Grade 10 Late Immersion, Kennebecasis Valley High School), 
Lyndsay Day (Grades 11/12 Core French, St. Malachy's Memorial High 
School); middle row: Hilary Ball (Grade 10 Early Immersion, Fredericton 
High School), Mia Losier (Grade 9 Early Immersion, James M. Hill Memo-
rial High School), Heather Ann Caldwell (Grade 8 Late Immersion, Jacquet 
River School), Meghan McCracken (Grade 7 Late Immersion, Quispamsis 

Middle School), Gillian Graves (Grade 9 Late Immersion, Belleisle Regional High School), Leila Leclerc (Grade 7 Early 
Immersion, Florenceville Middle School), Candace Narvie (Grade 8 Early Immersion, Dalhousie Middle School); front 
row: Alexis Lamontagne (Grade 6 Early Immersion, Quispamsis Middle School), Elias Oussedik (Grade 11 Late Immer-
sion, Bernice MacNaughton High School). 

M. Éric Côté, Aliant Regional Man-

ager 

M. Jean-Marc Arseneau, U of M 

Representative 

M. Côté, Mrs. Keith, CPF NB Executive Direc-

tor,  M. Rice and M. Bernier, CPF NB Board of 

Directors.  

2008 Concours dôart oratoire 

http://images.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://www.swimmingfast.com/images/aliant.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.swimmingfast.com/pages/main_contact_us.html&h=526&w=1564&sz=67&hl=en&start=1&tbnid=PJARXDfSAiobNM:&tbnh=50&tbnw=150&prev=/images%3Fq%3DAliant%26gbv%3
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First place winners ï  received a $100 cash prize from Aliant, a trophy and plaque from CPF NB.  Senior category 
winners, grade 12 Early French Immersion, Andrew Butler, grade12 Late French Immersion, Michael Lawson and 
grade11/12  Core French, Lyndsay Day won an all expense paid trip to Ottawa to compete in the CPF National Concours 
dôart oratoire on May 26 at the University of Ottawa from CPF NB, and a $2,000 per year scholarship from Universit® de 
Moncton, renewable for up to 5 years to the value of $10,000.  The students that placed first in their category in Ottawa, 
had the choice of a $20,000 scholarship from the University of Ottawa or from the Université de Moncton.  
 
Second place winners -  received a  $50 cash prize from Aliant and a plaque from CPF NB. 
 
Third place winners ï  received a $25 cash prize from Aliant and a plaque from CPF NB. 

 
The first, second, and third place winners are:  
First place winners ï    
Alexis Lamontagne, grade 6 Early French Immersion, School District 6 (Quispamsis), Quispamsis Middle School. 
Leila Leclerc, grade 7 Early French Immersion, School District 14 (Florenceville) Florenceville Middle School.  
Megan McCracken, grade 7 Late French Immersion, School District6 (Quispamsis), Quispamsis Middle School.  
Candace Narvie, grade 8 Early French Immersion, School District 15 (Dalhousie) Dalhousie Middle School. 
Heather Ann Caldwell, grade 8 Late French Immersion, School District 15 (Dalhousie) Jacket River School. 
Mia Losier, grade 9 Early French Immersion, School District 16 (Miramichi) James M. Hill School.  
Gillian Graves, grade 9 Late French Immersion, School District 6 (Belleisle) Belleisle Regional High School. 
Sarah Légère, grade 9/10  Core French, School District 16 (Miramichi) James M. Hill Memorial School. 
 
Second place winners  ï  
Brittany Hicks, grade 6 Early French Immersion, School Dristrict 15 (Dalhousie)  Dalhousie Middle School.  
Phoebe Robertson, grade 7 Early French Immersion, School District 2 (Moncton) Marchview Middle School.  
Carly Cymbaluk, grade 7 Late French Immersion, School District 17 (Oromocto) Ridgeview Middle School. 
Jennifer Akerman, grade 8 Early French Immersion, School District 8  (St. John) Milledgeville North School.  
Rory MacDonald, grade 8 Late French Immersion, School District 14 (Florenceville) Florenceville Middle  School.  
Fiona Milne, grade 9 Early French Immersion,  School District 8 (St. John) Harbour View High School.  
Zachary Price, grade 9 Late French Immersion, School District 18 (Fredericton) Fredericton High School. 
Nicole Johnston, grade 9/10 Core French, School District 8 (St. John) St. John High School . 
René Boissoneault, grade 10 Early French Immersion, School District 15 (Dalhousie) Sugarloaf Senior High School. 
Laura Sennett, grade 10 Late French Immersion, School District 8 (St. John) Harbour View High School.  
Daniel Spracklin, grade 11 Early French Immersion, School District 2(Moncton) Bernice MacNaughton High School.  
Emily Nickerson, grade 11 Late French Immersion, School District 18 (Fredericton) Fredericton High School.  
Trudi Zundel, grade 11/12 Core French, School District 18 (Fredericton) Stanley High School. 
Tori George, grade 12 Early French Immersion, School District 8 (St.John) St. Malachyôs Memorial High School. 
Jacob Button, grade 12 Late French Immersion, School District 2 (Moncton) Bernice MacNaughton High School.  
 
Third Place Winners  ï  
Clara McGrath, grade 6 Early French Immersion, School District 14 (Florenceville) Florenceville Middle School.  
Pierre Köchel, grade 7 Early French Immersion, School District 6 (Rothesay) Rothesay Park School. 
Vanessa Steinmann, grade 7 Late French Immersion, School District 16 (Miramichi) Eleanor W. Graham Middle School. 
Sarah Rouse, grade 8 Early French Immersion, School District 2 (Moncton) Salisbury Middle School. 
Lynda Rogers, grade8 Late French Immersion, School District 6 (Rothesay) Harry Miller Middle School.  
Sarah Sullivan, grade 9 Early French Immersion, School District 14 (Perth-Andover) Southern Victoria High School.  
Michelle Thibodeau, grade 9 Late French Immersion, School District 2 (Moncton) Bernice MacNaughton High School.  
Yoo Jim Lee, grade 9/10 Core French, School District 15 (Dalhousie) Bathurst High School. 
Eryn Weldon, grade 10 Early French Immersion, School District 2 (Moncton) Bernice MacNaughton High School.  
Justin  Lawson, grade 10 Late French Immersion, Scholl District 16 (Miramichi) Bonar Law Memorial School.  
Agnes Flanagan, grade 11 Early French Immersion, School District 18 (Fredericton) Fredericton High School. 
Bliss White, grade 11 Late French Immersion, School District 8 (St. John) St. Malachyôs Memorial High School. 
Sadot Espinosa, grade 11/12 Core French , School District 16 (Miramichi) James M. Hill School. 
Kelsey Wilson, grade 12 Early French Immersion, School District 18 (Fredericton) Fredericton High School.  
Joanne Delaney, grade 12 Late French Immersion, School district 18 (Fredericton) Fredericton High School.   
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French Day Camp  

 

 
Sussex  

Fredericton  
 

Summertime Fun en français  at Fredericton Chapter French Camps  
 
Janis Bales, Janine Connell, Justin Bourgoin, and Paula Kristmanson  

 
For six weeks this summer, the CPF Summer Camp took place at the University of New Brunswickôs Education 

building, Marshall DôAvray Hall. For Janis Bales and Janine Connell, this yearôs camp counsellors, the focus of the camps 

was providing the students with authentic opportunities  to use their French outside the classroom with people of the 

community. During the two weeks of Science and Technology, the 

campers explored Science East, visited the Ducks Unlimited Centre, 

went critter dipping at Corbett Creek, and took a trip to the York Street 

Fire Station.  The following two weeks focused on activities related to 

ñExtreme Outdoors,ò and included an excursion to Odell Park, rock 

climbing at UNB, a day at Mactaquac Provincial Park, and Survivor 

Day. ñArts and Cultureò was the guiding theme for weeks five and six 

and featured field trips to the York Sunbury Museum and Calithumpi-

ans theatre troupe.  During the last week, the campers had the opportu-

nity to participate in ñle 15 ao¾tò (Acadian Day) festivities in downtown 

Fredericton. Every week, students went swimming at the Fredericton 

Outdoor Pool, played games and sports outside, made crafts to take ho-

me, and most importantly, conversed with their peers, counselors, and 

fellow Frederictonians in French.  What a fantastic summer we all had!   Having a blast at the Fredericton French Camp                                                                                                      

'' Camp Horizon was yet another success this summer! The camp ran from Monday-Friday, 8:30 -4:30 with early drop -off 
and late pick-up times available.  The activities were conducted in French and included crafts, dress-up days, sports, 
theatre and many field trips.   We also offered the opportunity to students entering grade 1 in the fall to attend the camp 
for the summer.  We had a great turn out.  '' -Katlyn and Chelsea, camp counselors. 

Recommendation                                             
 
Hello,     
I would just like to send along my comments regarding Camp Horizon this year at the Sussex Elementary School.  I 
would like to commend Katlyn and Chelsea on a great job at keeping the kids entertained while teaching them and hav-
ing them enjoy French.  My son attended many days and always looked forward to going.  Please pass along my sincere 
thanks to those two girls on a super job this summer.  We hope to see them again in our community working with our 
children.  
  
Sincerely, 
Lisa Johnson 
 

A day at the farm                                                          
 Christmas in July                                       Gooey, messy  activity  


